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We examine how the experience of haptic resistance activates a conceptual metaphor of “going against the flow.” The implications of

this are shown for choice situations where participants experiencing resistance go against the norm and choose options that are

normatively not preferred.
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804 / Working Papers

13-A: The “Right” Side Can’t Be Bad! Getting on the Good Side of the Shelf
Yoon-Na Cho, Villanova University, USA

Katie Kelting, University of Arkansas, USA

From the perspective of embodied cognition, we examine the effects of a horizontal metaphor on consumer evaluations of stimuli and 
food products and find evidence to support the notion of right (left) being associated with positive (negative) valence. Findings from three 
studies are reported.

13-B: A Touch of Evil: Harmfulness Alters Sensory Characteristics
Aner Tal, Cornell University, USA

Brian Wansink, Cornell University, USA

Across 3 studies, we demonstrate that perceived potential harm influences sensory judgment. Participants told animals are dangerous 
rate sensory properties (beauty, softness) lower. These effects extend to actual sensory judgment of products derived from these animals, such 
that fur products derived from harmful animals feel less pleasant.

13-C: Blurring the Line: How Disfluency Begets Similarity
Michael Giblin, University of Florida, USA

Aner Sela, University of Florida, USA

In two experiments, we demonstrate that processing difficulty (i.e., disfluency) leads people to perceive different options as spatially 
closer and more similar to one another. The findings have important decision implications, as initial decision difficulty and disfluency in-
creases perceived option similarity, which in turn may further exacerbate decision difficulty.

13-D: Embodied and Primed Cleansing Effects on Consumer Indulgence
Chrissy M. Martins, Iona College, USA

Lauren Block, Baruch College, USA
Darren W. Dahl, University of British Columbia, Canada

This research examines how primed and embodied cleansing affects indulgence. We find that embodying a cleansing product leads to 
less guilt and more indulgence, but find the opposite when individuals are merely primed with a cleansing product or embody a neutral prod-
uct. We discuss potential explanations for these results.

13-E: “Going Against the Flow” The Metaphorical Effects of Sensorimotor Resistance
Mina Kwon, University of Illinois, USA

Rashmi Adaval, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, Hong Kong, China

We examine how the experience of haptic resistance activates a conceptual metaphor of “going against the flow.” The implications of 
this are shown for choice situations where participants experiencing resistance go against the norm and choose options that are normatively 
not preferred.

13-F: Losing Control: When Physical Cleansing Intensifies Cheating for High Self-
Controls

Tracy Rank-Christman, Rutgers University, USA
Maureen Morrin, Temple University, USA

We show that washing one’s hands with soap and water licenses cheating behavior, and that this effect is stronger for individuals who 
exhibit chronic levels of high self-control. The results add to the growing literature on embodied cognition.


